
LAW No. 61/2023
 

For the control of the cultivation and processing of the
cannabis plant and the production of its by-products
for medical and industrial purposes

The object of the law - determining
the rules for the cultivation, production
and controlled circulation of the cannabis
plant, its by-products and final products
for medical and industrial use The purpose  of  the  law -

r egu la t i ng  and  gua ran tee ing  the
p rocess  o f  con t ro l  and  supe rv i s i on
o f  cu l t i va t i on ,  p roduc t i on  and
c i r cu l a t i on ,  a s  we l l  a s  the  expo r t  o f
the  cannab i s  p l an t ,  i t s  by -p roduc t s
and  f i na l  p roduc t s  f o r  med i ca l  and
indus t r i a l  pu rposes

N e w s l e t t e r
A u g u s t  2 0 2 3



Def in i t ions  under  the  law:

"Cannabis  p lant  for  industr ia l
purposes"  i s  t he  cannab i s  p l an t ,
i n c l ud ing  a l l  f r e sh  o r  d r i ed  pa r t s
o f  the  p l an t  and  seeds  o f  t he
spec i e s  cannab i s  sa t i va  and
cannab i s  rude ra l i s  o f  va r i e t i e s
con ta in ing  no t  more  than  0 .8%
THC,  and  wh i ch  i s  cu l t i va ted  fo r
i ndus t r i a l  pu rposes .

"Cannabis  p lants  for  medic ina l
purposes"  a re  p l an t s  o f  d i f f e ren t
va r i e t i e s ,  va r i a t i ons  and  subspec i e s
o f  cannab i s  sa t i va ,  cannab i s  i nd i ca
and  cannab i s  rude ra l i s ,  ob ta ined  by
cu l t i va t i on  fo r  med i c i na l  pu rposes
and  s c i en t i f i c  r e sea r ch  unde r
con t ro l l ed  cond i t i ons .

"Traceabi l i ty"  i s  t he  p rocess  o f
t r ack ing  and  t r ac ing  seeds ,
seed l i ngs ,  subs tances ,  p l an t s ,
mate r i a l s  and  p repa ra t i ons ,  wh i ch
a re  the  sub jec t  o f  t h i s  l aw ,  i n  a l l
s t ages  o f  p l an t i ng ,  cu l t i va t i on ,
p roduc t i on  o f  by -p roduc t s  and  f i na l
p roduc t ,  marke t i ng  and  supp l y  un t i l
t he  end  use r .

"Industr ia l  by-products"  a re
mate r i a l s  ob ta ined  f rom the  en t i r e
cannab i s  p l an t ,  i n c l ud ing  s tem,
f l ower  and  seed ,  wh i ch  i s  p roduced
fo r  i ndus t r i a l  pu rposes ,  wh i ch
inc lude  bu t  a re  no t  l im i t ed  to  uses
fo r  the  cons t ruc t i on ,  t ex t i l e ,
cosmet i c s ,  ene rgy  p roduc t i on ,  pape r
p roduc t i on ,  e t c . "Medica l  by-products"  a re

subs tances  and  p repa ra t i ons
ex t rac ted  f rom the  cannab i s  p l an t ,
used  fo r  the  p repa ra t i on  o f  f i na l
p roduc t s ,  wh i ch  i nc lude  d rugs  and
cosmet i c  p roduc t s .

"End product  for  medica l
purposes  of  the  cannabis  p lant"
i s  t he  na r co t i c  d rug ,  psycho t rop i c
subs tances  and  cosmet i c  p roduc t s .

"End product  for  industr ia l
purposes  of  the  cannabis
p lant"  i s  any  p roduc t  tha t
con ta ins  cannab i s  p l an t s  f o r
i ndus t r i a l  pu rposes .



L icense  for  the  exerc ise  o f  act iv i t ies  re lated  to
the  product ion  of  cannabis  for  medica l  purposes

Act iv i t ies :
a)  cu l t i va t i on ,  p roduc t i on  o f  t he
cannab i s  p l an t  f o r  med i ca l
pu rposes ;
b )  t r anspo r ta t i on  o f  seeds ,  p l an t s
and  cannab i s  by -p roduc t s  f o r
med i ca l  pu rposes  i n  the  t e r r i t o r y  o f
the  Repub l i c  o f  A lban ia ;
c )  expo r t  o f  cannab i s  p l an t s ,
p roduc t s  and  by -p roduc t s  f o r
med i ca l  pu rposes .

Cr i ter ia :
a)  have  3  yea r s  o f  expe r i ence  i n  a t  l eas t  3  o f  t he  ma in  ac t i v i t i e s ,
such  as :  p roduc t i on ,  cu l t i va t i on  and  c i r cu l a t i on  o f  t he  cannab i s
p l an t  f o r  med i ca l  pu rposes ;
b )  the  en t i t y  o r  one  o f  i t s  sha reho lde r s ,  who  owns  51% o f  the
company ' s  sha res ,  mus t :
i .  be  engaged  i n  the  p roduc t i on  o f  cannab i s  by -p roduc t s  i n  one  o f
the  coun t r i e s  o f  t he  Organ i za t i on  fo r  Economic  Coope ra t i on  and
Deve lopment  f o r  a t  l eas t  5  yea r s ;
i i .  be  a  ho lde r  o f  good  manu fac tu r i ng  p rac t i ces  i s sued  by  the
European  Med i c i nes  Agency  o r  the  US  Food  and  Drug
Admin i s t r a t i on  fo r  a t  l eas t  3  yea r s ;
i i i .  t o  have  company  cap i t a l  o f  no t  l e s s  than  100 ,000 ,000  (one
hundred  m i l l i on )  ALL ;
i v .  t o  have  shown pos i t i ve  f i nanc i a l  pe r fo rmance  i n  the  l a s t
f i nanc i a l  yea r
c .  t o  have  admin i s t r a t i ve ,  o rgan i za t i ona l  capac i t i e s  and  the
approp r i a te  r e l i ab i l i t y  t o  engage  success fu l l y  i n  the  ma in  ac t i v i t i e s
requ i r ed  fo r  l i c ens ing ;
v i .  no t  be  i nc l uded  i n  the  l i s t s  o f  pe r sons  reg i s t e red  o r  announced
as  f i nanc i e r s  o f  t e r ro r i sm



The  l i c ense  i s  g ran ted  fo r
one  o r  seve ra l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  f o r
a  pe r i od  o f  15  yea r s ,  w i th
the  r i gh t  o f  r enewa l  upon
reques t ,  f o r  each  o f  the
ac t i v i t i e s  and  based  on  the
se l ec t i on  p rocedure
o rgan i zed  by  the  Agency

I t  i s  g i ven  on l y  on  beha l f  o f
the  sub jec t  and  i s  non -
t r ans fe rab l e  and  i na l i enab le

The  a rea  o f  the  ac t i v i t y
l i c ense  un i t  f o r  cu l t i va t i on
o f  cannab i s  f o r  med i ca l
pu rposes  canno t  be  l e s s
than  5  hec ta res  and  no t
more  than  10  hec ta res .  I t
canno t  be  l a rge r  than  200
hec ta res  a t  t he  na t i ona l
l eve l

A t  the  t ime  o f  submi t t i ng
the  reques t ,  a  f ee  o f
100 ,000  (one  hundred
thousand)  ALL  i s  pa id ,  wh i ch
i s  non - re fundab le .

The  l ega l  en t i t y  tha t  submi t s  a  r eques t  f o r  l i c ens ing  has  a  number
o f  documents  tha t  mus t  be  submi t t ed  to  the  i n s t i t u t i on .  In
summary ,  some o f  them a re :  bus iness  deve lopment  p l an ;  secu r i t y
p l an  fo r  the  a rea  fo r  cu l t i va t i on  and  p rocess ing ;  bank  gua ran tee  i n
the  amount  o f  10% o f  the  i nves tment  va lue ;  se l f -dec l a ra t i on  tha t
a f t e r  the  th i rd  yea r  i t  w i l l  pay  an  annua l  f ee  equa l  t o  1 .5% o f  the
annua l  t u rnove r ,  bu t ,  i n  any  case ,  no t  l e s s  than  10 ,000 ,000  ( t en
mi l l i on )  ALL ;  se l f -dec l a ra t i on  fo r  the  emp loyment  o f  a t  l eas t  10
peop le  f o r  each  un i t ,  2  o f  whom mus t  be  qua l i f i ed  emp loyees  i n
the  f i e l d  o f  pha rmacy  and  ag ro -eng inee r i ng ,  w i th  work  expe r i ence
o f  no t  l e s s  than  3  yea r s  i n  the  re l evan t  f i e l d  and  o the r  documents
spec i f i ed  i n  the  l aw  o r  r equ i r ed  by  the  re spons ib l e  i n s t i t u t i on .



The  Na t i ona l  Cannab i s  Con t ro l  Agency  announces  the  l i c ense
compet i t i on  no t i ce .

The  L i cens ing  Commiss i on  ve r i f i e s  the  documenta t i on ,  eva lua tes
the  fu l f i l lmen t  o f  t he  cond i t i ons  and  c r i t e r i a ,  d raws  up  a  f i na l
l i s t  r ank ing  the  pa r t i c i pan t s  i n  the  compet i t i on  acco rd ing  to  the
po in t s  ob ta ined  i n  acco rdance  w i th  a  s co r i ng  s cheme approved
by  th i s  Commiss i on .

Sub jec t s  can  comp la in  t o  the  M in i s t e r  r e spons ib l e  f o r  hea l th
w i th in  10  days  f r om the  announcement  o f  t he  w inne r .  The
min i s t e r ' s  o rde r  can  be  appea led  to  the  cou r t  acco rd ing  to  the
dead l i nes  spec i f i ed  i n  the  l aw .

A t  the  end  o f  the  dead l i ne  f o r  f i l i ng  comp la in t s  and  the i r  r ev i ew ,
the  Agency  submi t s  the  p roposa l  f o r  g ran t i ng  the  l i c ense  to  the
M in i s t e r .

The  m in i s t e r  app roves  the  l i c ense  w i th in  3  months .  I f  no t
exp ressed  w i th in  90  days  f r om the  p roposa l ,  t he  reques t  i s
cons ide red  re j ec ted .

Procedure  for  obta in ing  a
l i cense



Permit  for  the  exerc ise  o f  act iv i t ies  re lated
to  the  product ion  of  industr ia l  cannabis

The  pe rm i t  ob ta ined  a l l ows  the
ac t i v i t y  o f  impor t i ng  seeds  o r
seed l i ngs ,  o r  the i r  r ep roduc t i on
fo r  the  pu rposes  o f  use  as
seeds / seed l i ngs ,  cu l t i va t i on ,
p roduc t i on  and  p rocess ing ,
t r anspo r t ,  a s  we l l  a s  the  expo r t
o f  by -p roduc t s  and  f i na l
p roduc t s  o f  cannab i s  f o r
i ndus t r i a l  pu rposes

g ran ted  fo r  a  5 -yea r  t e rm,
w i th  the  r i gh t  o f  r enewa l ,
f o r  a reas  no t  sma l l e r  t han  1
hec ta re

approved  by  o rde r  o f  t he
m in i s t e r  r e spons ib l e  f o r
ag r i cu l t u re ,  based  on  the
se l ec t i on  p rocedures
o rgan i zed  by  the  re spons ib l e
s t ruc tu re  i n  the  m in i s t r y
respons ib l e  f o r  ag r i cu l t u re ,
and  pub l i shed  i n  the  re l evan t
reg i s t e r

And  i n  th i s  case ,  t he
sub jec t  mus t  p resen t  the
necessa ry
documenta t i on  i n  h i s
reques t  t o  be  p rov ided
w i th  a  pe rm i t .  Some o f
these  documents  a re :
reg i s t r a t i on  document  as
a  f a rmer ,  a  na tu ra l  o r
l ega l  pe r son ;  the  l i s t  o f
pe r sonne l  emp loyed  o r
subcon t rac ted  fo r
manag ing  the  cu l t i va t i on
p rocess ,  hav ing  no  l e s s
than  1  ag ronomis t ;  se l f -
dec l a ra t i on  abou t  the
sou rce  o f  f i nanc ing
expenses ;  se l f -
dec l a ra t i on  fo r  s to rage
and  phys i ca l  secu r i t y ,
e t c .



The procedure  for  obta in ing  a  permit
Af te r  submi t t i ng  the  reques t ,  and  a f t e r  ve r i f y i ng  the
documenta t i on  by  the  re spons ib l e  s t ruc tu re  i n  the  m in i s t r y
respons ib l e  f o r  ag r i cu l t u re ,  a  copy  o f  t he  p rac t i ce  i s  f o rwarded  to
the  m in i s t r y  r e spons ib l e  f o r  o rde r  and  pub l i c  secu r i t y ,  wh i ch
w i th in  10  days  g i ves  an  assessment  f o r  app rov ing  o r  r e j ec t i ng  the
reques t .  The  respons ib l e  s t ruc tu re  i n  the  m in i s t r y  r e spons ib l e  f o r
ag r i cu l t u re ,  a f t e r  r ece i v i ng  the  assessment  f r om the  m in i s t r y
respons ib l e  f o r  o rde r  and  secu r i t y ,  w i th in  10  days ,  submi t s  a
repo r t  t o  the  m in i s t e r  r e spons ib l e  f o r  ag r i cu l t u re  f o r  the
equ ipment  w i th  pe rm i s s i on  o r  the  re j ec t i on  o f  t he  reques t .  The
min i s t e r  r e spons ib l e  f o r  ag r i cu l t u re ,  upon  rece i v i ng  the  un i t ' s
r epo r t ,  app roves  the  pe rm i t .  I f  t he  m in i s t e r  does  no t  exp ress
h imse l f  w i th in  30  days  f r om the  p resen ta t i on  o f  t he  repo r t ,  t he
reques t  i s  cons ide red  re j ec ted .

The  l aw  a l so  de f i nes  some o f  the  gene ra l
p roh ib i t i ons ,  wh i ch  i nc l ude  the  p roh ib i t i on  o f  t he
cu l t i va t i on  o f  t he  cannab i s  p l an t  and  the
p roduc t i on  o f  p roduc t s  and  by -p roduc t s  i n  excess
o f  the  l ega l  p rov i s i ons ,  w i thou t  mark ing  and
t rack ing ;  the  p roh ib i t i on  o f  possess i on  o f  means
fo r  the  p roduc t i on  o f  t he  p l an t  w i thou t  be ing
l i censed ;  p roh ib i t i on  o f  t he  use  o f  p roduc t s  and
by -p roduc t s ,  excep t  i n  cases  p rov ided  by  l aw;
p roh ib i t i on  o f  r e ta i l  o r  who lesa l e  sa l e  and
d i s t r i bu t i on  as  we l l  a s  p roh ib i t i on  o f  acqu i s i t i on
and  consumpt i on  o f  p roduc t s  i n  A lban ia ;
p roh ib i t i on  o f  d i r e c t  o r  i nd i r ec t  adve r t i s i ng  o f
cannab i s - r e l a ted  ac t i v i t y .

In  cases  where  the  v i o l a t i ons  do  no t  cons t i t u te
c r im ina l  o f f enses ,  t he  l aw  de f i nes  them as
admin i s t r a t i ve  m i sdemeanors  pun i shab le  by  a  f i ne
rang ing  f rom ALL  500 ,000  to  ALL  5 ,000 ,000 .

Prohib i t ions



Fo r  a  c l ea re r  and  more  de ta i l ed  ove rv i ew o f  the  p rocesses
o f  p roduc t i on ,  p rocess ing ,  cu l t i va t i on  o f  cannab i s  i n
A lban ia  and  the  ac t i v i t y  o f  t he  Na t i ona l  Cannab i s  Con t ro l
Agency ,  i t  i s  necessa ry  to  consu l t  t he  l aw .  Meanwh i l e ,  i n
the  fu tu re  we  w i l l  be  wa i t i ng  fo r  by - l aws  wh i ch  w i l l
r egu la te  necessa ry  aspec t s  o f  t he  imp lementa t i on  o f  t he
l aw in  p rac t i ce .

Th i s  l aw  i s  expec ted  to  en te r  i n to  f o r ce  a t  t he  beg inn ing
o f  Sep tember  2023 ,  howeve r ,  i t s  e f f e c t i ve  imp lementa t i on
w i l l  r equ i r e  more  t ime  due  to  the  es tab l i shment  o f  t he
re l evan t  r e spons ib l e  s t ruc tu res  and  the  adop t i on  o f  t he
by - l aws  necessa ry  to  fu r the r  conc re t i ze  the  p rocedures .

For  any  fur ther  quest ions  and
c lar i f i cat ions ,  you  are  welcome to  contact

us !

  
Rr. Faik Konica (pranë 
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